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Istook Votes to Reduce Deficit, Protect Taxpayers 

Washington, D.C. – Rep. Ernest Istook (R- Warr Acres) cast a historic vote Friday morning to rein in out-
of-control federal spending.  Istook supported the Deficit Reduction Act, H.R. 4241, which will save 
American taxpayers almost $50 billion over the next five years. 

“This is only a first step to get spending under control,” said Istook.  “But we’ll never have fiscal 
discipline in Washington until we put a balanced budget amendment in the Constitution.  Our tax 
cuts have succeeded in stimulating the economy, so tax revenues are up even though tax rates are 
down.  But we’ve got to get the spending under control, and we still don’t have enough votes in 
Washington to do that.” 

The Deficit Reduction Act (DRA), which passed the House by a vote of 217 to 215, is the first legislation 
of its kind to be considered since 1997 when Congress enacted $118 billion in deficit reduction over five 
years.  Savings achieved by the DRA are the result of reductions and reforms to a variety of government 
programs. 

“The ‘cuts’ that liberals are criticizing aren’t really cuts.  They’re just reductions in future plans to 
increase spending.  Medicaid continues to be a problem for federal and state budgets.  This measure 
only slows Medicaid’s growth from 7.3 percent to 7.0 percent over the next five years.  That’s not a 
dramatic reduction, but it’s at least a start,” Istook continued. 

“The most outrageous thing, though, is that not one single Democrat voted for these modest 
reductions in spending.  Although they complain about deficits, these Democrats showed today that 
they actually want to increase spending, not reduce it,” Istook added. 

The Senate version of the Deficit Reduction Act, which passed earlier this month, contained $35 billion in 
savings.  The bills now head to a conference committee before final passage. 
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